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, Notice of Allowability 

1. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claim 8 to an 
invention non-elected without traverse, see paper #6, mailed August 14, 2002. Accordingly, 
claim 8 has been cancelled. 

EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 

CFR 1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Alphonso A. Collins (43,559) on June 21, 2004. 

Claim 5, line 5, deleted "mean particle" and inserted -- at least two differently sized 
particulate materials — . 

Canceled claim 8. 

Claim 1 1, line 4, after "least two," added -- differently sized --. 

Claim 1 1, line 6, deleted "inorganic particle" and inserted at least two differently sized 
particulate materials — . 

Claim 12, line 6, deleted "mean particle" and inserted -- at least two differently sized 
particulate materials --. 

Claim 13, line 10, after "1.0 mm," added - , -. 
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Claim 13, line 10, after "1.0 mm," deleted - and --. 
Claim 1 3, line 1 0, before "each," added -- and -. 

Claim 13, line 12, deleted "mean particle" and inserted -- at least two differently sized 
particulate materials — . 

Claim 14, line 6, deleted "mean particle" and inserted -- at least two differently sized 

particulate materials — . 

Claim 14, line 9, after "top sheet," added - a plurality of protrusions extending from the 
body facing surface and a height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than 
that of each fine convex portion therefrom --. 

Claim 1 4, lines 1 5 and 1 6, deleted " a mean height ... 1 .0 mm". 

Claim 15, line 6, deleted "mean particle" and inserted - at least two differently sized 
particulate materials — . 

Claim 16, line 6, deleted "mean particle" and inserted -- at least two differently sized 

particulate materials — . 

Claim 16, line 9, after "top sheet," added -- a plurality of protrusions extending from the 
body facing surface and a height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than 
that of each fine convex portion therefrom --. 

Claim 16, line 14, deleted "first fine convex" and inserted -- small-size --. 

Claim 16, line 15, deleted "second fine convex" and inserted - large-size --. 

Claim 17, line 6, deleted "mean particle" and inserted - at least two differently sized 
particulate materials --. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The base claims are: 5, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17. 

The closest prior art found can be summarized as follows: Sorensen (U.S. Patent No. 
4,327,730) in view of Gray et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,660,788). 

Sorensen discloses a disposable absorbent article {col 2, lines 59-60) comprising a top 
sheet manufactured from a thermoplastic film that is perforated {col. 4, lines 1-2). The top sheet 
has a plurality of protrusions {nubbles, col 4, lines 17-18) extending from the body facing 
surface (figure 3). As seen in figure 2 the top sheet is for covering a liquid receiving surface of 
an absorbent article covers the liquid receiving surface of the absorbent layer {col 3, lines 3-5). 

Gray discloses an absorbent article comprising an apertured plastic film/web made of 
thermoplastic material {col 5, lines 20-21), that includes a particulate material embedded on the 
wearer-contacting surface of the web {col 5, lines 63-65) which create fine convex portions 
defined by exposing a part of the particulate material on a body facing surface of the top sheet. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 5 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0. 1 urn and 30 |im, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 ^m. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than that of 
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each fine convex portion therefrom and a mean height of the protrusions from the surface of the 
top sheet is in a range between 0.05 mm and 1 .0 mm. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 1 1 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials of 
inorganic particles having a mean particle size in the range between 0.1 (am and 30 ^m, each at 
least two differently sized particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 |im. 
Furthermore, the top sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of 
the particulate material on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions 
extending from the body facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing 
surface is larger than that of each fine convex portion therefrom and a mean height of the 
protrusions from the surface of the top sheet is in a range between 0.05 mm and 1.0 mm. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 12 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 jam and 30 |am, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 |im. Furthermore, the top 
sheet includes miropores formed around the particulate materials, fine convex portions defined 
by exposing a part of the particulate material on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a 
plurality of protrusions extending from the body facing surface, and height of each protrusion 
from the body facing surface is larger than that of each fine convex portion therefrom and a 
mean height of the protrusions from the surface of the top sheet is in a range between 0.05 mm 
and 1.0 mm. 
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The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 13 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 jam and 30 \im, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 \im. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and a mean height of the protrusions from the surface of the top sheet is in a 
range between 0.05 mm and 1.0 mm. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 14 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 \im and 30 |um, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 ^im. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than that of 
each fine convex portion therefrom. Also, the fine convex portions include small-size particles 
defined by exposing a part of a first particulate material having a first particle size and large-size 
particles defined by exposing a part of a second particulate material having a second particle size 
which is greater than the first particle size. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 15 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 |im and 30 ^m, each at least two differently sized 
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particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 urn. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than that of 
each fine convex portion therefrom and a mean height of the protrusions from the surface of the 
top sheet is in a range between 0.05 mm and 1.0 mm. Also, the fine convex portions include 
small-size particles defined by exposing a part of a first particulate material having a first particle 
size and large-size particles defined by exposing a part of a second particulate material having a 
second particle size which is greater than the first particle size. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 16 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 urn and 30 um, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 urn. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than that of 
each fine convex portion therefrom. Also, the fine convex portions include small-size particles 
defined by exposing a part of a first particulate material having a first particle size and large-size 
particles defined by exposing a part of a second particulate material having a second particle size 
which is greater than the first particle size. The first particles and second particles are blended in 
a ratio of 40:60. 


Application/Control Number: 09/771,131 Page 8 

Art Unit: 1772 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest the recited top sheet of claim 17 that includes inter 
alia a thermoplastic resin containing at least two differently sized particulate materials having a 
mean particle size in the range between 0.1 |im and 30 \im, each at least two differently sized 
particulate materials differing in size from each other by at least 9 ^m. Furthermore, the top 
sheet is provided with fine convex portions defined by exposing a part of the particulate material 
on a body facing surface of the top sheet and a plurality of protrusions extending from the body 
facing surface, and height of each protrusion from the body facing surface is larger than that of 
each fine convex portion therefrom and a mean height of the protrusions from the surface of the 
top sheet is in a range between 0.05 mm and 1.0 mm. Also, the fine convex portions include 
small-size particles defined by exposing a part of a first particulate material having a first particle 
size and large-size particles defined by exposing a part of a second particulate material having a 
second particle size which is greater than the first particle size. The first particles and second 
particles are blended in a ratio of 40:60. 

In sum, the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a top sheet having all the features 
of the base claims. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 


6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia Chevalier whose telephone number is (571) 272-1490. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




